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Middle School Announcements 

 

● Out of Uniform Day - November 20th - $1 - This is an 8th grade fundraiser for their class trip. 

 

● Mark your calendars! The First Annual Holiday Crafts & Concert Night is coming up on December 

13th at 5pm. All members of the 6th Grade Band, 7th/8th Grade Band, 6th Grade Orchestra, and 

7th/8th Grade Orchestra will be performing. The crafts will start at 5pm and the music starts at 6pm 

and should last until about 7:15pm. Everyone is welcome to the concert. Hope you can join us. 

 

● Do you have a child at home that would like to attend the Lab School #60 next year?  If so, enrollment 

is now. You can enroll any NEW student at https://enrollindy.org   The deadline to apply is January 

31st
.  Do not miss this deadline. **Please note, any child currently enrolled at the Lab School 

#60 in any grade K-7th grade will automatically be enrolled next year.  You only need to 

enroll new students, students wanting to change schools, any current IPS PreK 

students wanting to enter kindergarten or any current 8th graders wanting to enter 

high school.  Please email dandeletl@myips.org if you have questions or would like support. 

 

● Thanks to everyone who joined us for our parent meeting last Thursday night at the school, on FB live 

or at the re-cap.  Our parents voted yes to becoming a Booster. If you would like to help with the next 

phase, forming bylaws, leadership structure, procedure etc, please SIGN UP HERE!  All parents and 

guardians are welcome and encouraged to join this task force. The Facebook live video remains on the 

page, so feel free to watch the meeting at your convenience HERE.  Brief meeting notes are also 

posted on our website from the meeting and can be viewed HERE 

 

● ALL 8th grade students MUST apply through ENROLL INDY to one or more High Schools. You 

are not automatically assigned a high school. If do not fill out the on-line application, your child will 

NOT have a seat at a high school next year. 

1. There are 7 IPS high school options: Arsenal Tech, Crispus Attucks, George Washington, 

Purdue Polytechnic, Shortridge, Herron and Riverside.  See the attached description of each 

school.  https://www.myips.org/domain/12076 

a.       Sign up to meet with Mrs. Schaffer, our Counselor, about high school options & to 

enroll.  https://bit.ly/2yE75yq 

b.       The deadline to apply to a high school for next year is Jan 21st.  DO NOT MISS THIS 

DEADLINE.  See here for more information on how to apply.  https://bit.ly/2Q76iww 

 

● Schoology: There was a malfunction on Schoology and unfortunately all grades for some classes. 

We apologize, and hope to recreate and update the gradebooks for those classes as best we can. Please 

ask your child for any assignments that have been graded and passed back to them. Thank you for 

your understanding.  

 

 

https://enrollindy.org/
http://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1qL18NAHarnFbOWaiVO15jdh7PPNOBnuODWAPg2iEfTs/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.facebook.com/laura.dandelet/videos/2087359924653747/
http://docs.google.com/document/d/1qLBvcSDuYvaf-KSSqk4pys1qmEffPcGYEWypHmAeMHs/edit?usp=sharing
http://enrollindy.org/
https://www.myips.org/domain/12076
https://schools.myips.org/showcase/
https://bit.ly/2yE75yq
https://bit.ly/2Q76iww


English- Paige Sjoerdsma sjoerdpa@myips.org 

 

All grades have been learning our 5 Nonfiction 

Signposts we will use while reading and annotating 

texts across middle school classrooms.  

 

7th and 8th grade has been focusing more closely on 

responding to reading through short stories and their 

coming of age texts. 

 

6th grade has been studying literary essays.  They 

have selected a short story, big idea, and supporting 

points. We are ready to draft this week! 

Math - Stephanie Maras marass@myips.org  

 

All grade levels began wrapping up their unit of study 

and preparing for tests. We worked through a study 

guide and learned ways to use our math notebooks as 

a resource.  

 

The week before break, all students will be taking an 

end of unit assessment to monitor their growth. 

These assessments will be open notes. I am looking 

that students can apply the content knowledge and 

explain why certain rules/formulas work.  

 

The tests are over: 

6th grade - fractions, decimals, and percents 

7th grade - integer operations and order of 

operations 

8th grade - order of operations and combining like 

terms 

Algebra - slope, isolating a variable, and exponent 

rules  

Science - Elizabeth Fecht fechte@myips.org  

 

In 6th grade science, we practiced creating and 

explaining food chains, food webs, and energy 

pyramids. We discussed the importance of them and 

how small changes in a food chain can create a big 

impact in an ecosystem.  

 

In 7th grade science, we learned about the cell cycle 

and mitosis. Students used Oreos to help show 

different stages of Mitosis. Students had a quiz on 

cells last Friday/ this Monday.  

 

In 8th grade, we learned about genetics by 

performing a lab regarding inherited traits. Students 

identified what inherited traits they have and what 

acquired traits they have learned. We are beginning 

to learn about adaptations and natural selection. 

Individuals and Societies - Addison Moeller  

moellera@myips.org 

 

In 6th grade this week, we began looking at how the 

Dark Ages transitioned into the Renaissance. 

Students learned about the Renaissance and 

researched and began exploring what it means to be 

a Renaissance person.  

In 7th grade, students had a final open note pop quiz 

on the five major religions on the world. Then, 

students began their Religions Research Project. 

Students created a research question about religions 

and began researching to find an answer to their 

questions. Students will be writing a research paper 

on this next week.  

And finally, in 8th grade, students reviewed the 

importance of the Declaration of Independence and 

began learning about the Constitution of the U.S.A. 

Next week, students will explore the question: “How 

does the Constitution Guard Against Tyranny?”  

 

Spanish- Shalimar Manwani manwanis@myips.org 

 

We two read simple stories and answered questions 

in full sentences with the new and challeging vocab 

words from our TPRS story, El Chico Pequeño y Sus 

Amigos by Bryce Hedstrom. We learned and 

reviewed the vocab with games and TPRS.  

General Music- Emily Bax baxec@myips.org 

 

In music we have finished our re tonal center piece 

which students described as mysterious and 

confusing. We started and made great progress on 

our second to last piece which is a sol tonal center. 

We will hopefully finish that one up before 

thanksgiving.  
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Instrumental Music - Christopher Abbe - 

abbec@myips.org 

 

Students are preparing for their upcoming holiday 

concert. See the note above about the concert on 

December 13th. 

 

 

Project Work- Billy Travis travisw@myips.org, 
Dustin McKinney, McKinneyD@myips.org 

 
Students have been making different foods including 

quesadillas and pancakes. In the other group, 

students have taken ownership of the 8th grade 

fundraising for their spring trip. They created flyers 

for the out of uniform day and presented at the All 

School Meeting. 

Math and Media-  

 

Students started the week doing some work on their 

writings from Ms. Sjoerdsma class. At the end of the 

week they were working on study guides for their 

upcoming math test. 

 

Student Input -  

 

Snow days are the best! Although I had to do some 

chores. We did a lot of review for the math test, I’m 

ready for it already though. We also finished our 

black plague work in social studies. 

 

Clubs, Sports, and Pictures 

 

This week, the 5th and 6th Grade Boys Basketball team came up 1 point short in their game against Butler 

Lab School #55. 

 

Also, the 7th and 8th grade boys basketball team had their second game of the season on Wednesday 

evening. They played tough defense and came up a bit short in end, losing to school #56. Jermaine Thomas 

led the way with 19 points and D’Aundre Bell was the outstanding defender. 
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